Bimanually, the lump in the pelvis could be felt to be about the size of a tangerine orange, and was apparently, in the right broad ligament, being attached to the uterus but movable from it, the uterus being displaced to the left. Urine normal; bowels opened with increasing difficulty.
A skiagram confirmed the diagnosis of a lithopadion, the hard mass just to the right of the umbilicus being the ftetal head.
March 5, 1930: A right paramedian incision was made. The foetus was lying among coils of small intestine, the head being covered by great omentum. This was incised and the foetus was gently extracted, intestine mesentery and what appeared to be membranes being peeled off. The hole in the omentum was closed. The mass in the pelvis was then examined and found to be in the right Fallopian tube with the ovary above and the appendix adherent.
On separation of the adhesions, a raw surface was found on the posterior wall of the tumour which had evidently been the site of the rupture. The tube and ovary were removed together and the appendix separately. The wound was closed and the patient made an uneventful recovery.
A Case of Pregnancy in one horn of a bicornute uterus.-H. K.
GRIFFITH, F.R.C.S. Mrs. I. M., aged 33. Admitted to Torbay Hospital April 15, 1927 (under the late Dr. Thistle) on account of a prolonged pregnancy associated with ruptured membranes and the escape of liquor amnii and meconium during the preceding six weeks.
History.-Periods regular until April 23, 1926; since then there had been amenorrhbea which had thus lasted twelve months.
May 21, 1926: Morning sickness began, and continued for three months. August, 1926: Noticed enlargement of the abdomen.
September, 1926: Fcetal movements felt. A few days later there was some thrombosis in the left leg. After September there was frequency of micturition and lack of control. For the last two or three weeks before admission there had been delay in beginning micturition. Bowels opened regularly with aperients.
March 2, 1927: Membranes ruptured, and meconium was noticed to be escaping soon afterwards. No labour pains had been felt. These dates were all confirmed by the patient's doctor. No history of any previous illness.
On Admission.-Temperature 98.20 P.; pulse, 108; respiration, 28. Breasts active. Abdomen enlarged by a tumour running from the right side of the pelvis up to the right costal margin, the left half of the abdomen being free of the tumour. The tumour was felt to be the uterus tightly enveloping the fcotus, the head being in the upper pole, limbs to the left, the outline being easily palpated. No contractions could be felt. Fcetal heart sounds-somewhat feeble-were heard at the level of the umbilicus on the right side. There appeared to be no liquor amnii.
Bimanully, the cervix was found to be high up and continuous with the abdominal tumour, the external os just admitting the tip of a finger, with meconium escaping from it. A rounded boggy swelling could be felt through the left lateral fornix filling up the left side of the pelvis, and apparently not continuous with the cervix. The urine contained a small amount of albumin.
A preliminary diagnosis of a post-mature fcetus, possibly in a bicornute uterus, was made. As it was considered impossible for the child to be born alive, or even delivered at all, it was decided to open the abdomen.
Operation under chloroform aniesthesia. On opening the abdominal cavity the diagnosis was confirmed. The child was lying in one horn of the uterus, the wall of which was flabby. The other horn was the mass in the left side of the pelvis and contained several small fibroids. On opening the pregnant horn it was found that the child was adherent to the membranes from which it had to be peeled off. It was then delivered in a state of white asphyxia. The placenta and membranes were removed, and the uterine cavity was washed out with flavine. The uterine wall was closed with buried silkworm-gut sutures and a continuous catgut suture in the peritoneum. I then removed the other horn and closed the abdomen.
The child responded to resuscitation after prolonged treatment. It was very emaciated, with the skin peeling and wrinkled, and it had long nails.
The patient was in a state of collapse for the first twelve hours, and had considerable distension and flatulence, but after that she began to make a good recovery. Five days later she complained of severe pain in the right axilla, and there were signs of pleurisy. An effusion formed and was tapped, a straw-coloured fluid being withdrawn containing mostly mononuclear leucocytes; no organisms were found. May 19: The patient got up, and a few days later she had some pain in the left leg, but no cedema or tenderness. She was kept in bed for a week, after which she rapidly improved, and left the hospital on June 12.
The child did not improve during the first few days, and then began to gain weight. The umbilical cord remained moist and showed no signs of separating; later it became septic. The child then began to lose ground, and died twenty days after birth.
The placenta was a partial "battledore" with calcareous areas present. Microscopic sections showed "evidence of atrophic changes in the tissue."
Sections from the second horn showed "the presence of masses of decidual cells, with marked degenerative signs." Recurrent Melanotic Sarcoma of the Clitoris.-FRANCES IVENS-KNOWLES, C.B.E., M.S. This specimen of recurrent melanotic sarcoma of the clitoris is of interest on account of the rarity of such tumours, and of its relatively slight malignancy, a period of six years having elapsed from the time the growth was first noticed by the patient to the present time when she is alive and well.
